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 KASHRUTH AND THE IMMIGRATION QUANDARY 
 
                  by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman 
 

The Jewish dietary laws are somewhat lengthy and complex. That's 
fine and dandy. We all know that. But what can they offer by way of 
understanding to deciphering the challenges facing Europe as the 
continent deals with one of the largest waves of human migration in 
recent history. 
 
The supreme challenge facing the European states is how to inte-
grate and assimilate, if at all possible, the influx of migrants, mostly 
Muslim, mostly Syrian and African, who derive from vastly different 
cultures and civilizations. The French, who have been at the forefront 
of previous Arab immigration, have a less than stellar record of ab-
sorption. The Arab youth of France, in the main, are deeply alienated 
from French cultural norms and institutions, in that they have been 
exiled to the fringes of French life, ghettoized in the bainlieus, the 
culturally irredentist suburbs where few gendarmes dare tread. 
 
In kashruth, the Jewish dietary laws, there are two classes of forbid-
den admixtures. There is the concept of "Bitul Bashishim," meaning 
that a mixture can absorb up to one sixtieth of a forbidden sub-
stance, whether it is milk in a meat pot, or even out and out treifo, 
i.e., a non-kosher substance, provided that it was not intentional-
ly added. But let us put aside that last proviso for the sake of this 
discussion. 
 
The other class of forbidden admixtures, is specifically associated 
with Passover, and it relates to the mixing of leavened food sub-
stances with non-leavened food substances. This is called "Assur 
beMashehu," meaning that it is forbidden under any and circum-
stances, even in the most minute quantities, and even if it fell into 
the pot by accident. On Passover, we simply do not fool around. This 
is serious stuff. 
 
These kashruth concepts are highly applicable, in my humble opinion, 
to dealing with issues of immigration, of foreign bodies being ab-
sorbed or not absorbed, integrated or perpetually alienated, from the 
host culture. If we are dealing with refugees, with families, clearly 
fleeing violence and death, then the host country can likely absorb up 
to one sixtieth (Bitul baShishim) of its population without undue di-
lution of its national and cultural character. However, if there is 
no reliable vetting process, and there is even a remote possibility 
that a potential terrorist is seeking entry, then the concept of Assur 
beMashehu should apply, i.e., no admission whatsoever into the host 
country for the sake of the safety of the civilian population. Let them 
await the end of the war while in quarantine. Or return to their coun-
try of origin and wait.                                        Continued on page 4 



Page 2                                                      TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS                                         Edition 618 

 

Temple office:  (570) 421-8781                                                                     Rabbi Baruch Melman                                         
tipoc@ptd.net                                                 (570)  730-4799 
www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org            rabbimelman@gmail.com 

 
711 WALLACE STREET, STROUDSBURG, PA  18360 

3 yr Trustee: Art Glantz 424-7876 aglant7@ptd.net 

2 yr Trustee: Esther Graves 
Mark Entenberg 
Herb Rosen 

426-7020  
 
424-1161 

trope@ptd.net 
markentenberg@gmail.com 
herbr12@ptd.net 

1 yr Trustee: Ivan Margolies 
Mitchell Marcus  

  
588-0991 

  
mkm53@ptd.net 

Cemetery:  209/ 
Eliezer Gardens 

Barry Tremper 
Charlie Cahn 

588-6148 
424-7955 

suebah@ptd.net 
chascahn@ptd.net 

Hebrew School Debbie Smith 610-751-7692 kyandpa@gmail.com 

Ritual Bernie Driller 
Art Glantz 

421-6103 
424-7876 

HBDriller@aol.com 
aglant7@ptd.net 

Finance Dave Rosenberg 894-4537 dave0156@ptd.net 

Membership Sandra Alfonsi 223-7062 Sanalfonsi@aol.com 

Kitchen Lois LaBarca 
Sandra Alfonsi 

421-6103 
223-7062 

loislabarca@gmail.com 
Sanalfonsi@aol.com 

House  Herb Rosen 
Barry Tremper 

424-1161 
588-6148 

herbr12@ptd.net 
suebah@ptd.net 

Chesed & Wishograms Suzanne Tremper 588-6148 grand6ma@ptd.net 

Newsletter Barbara Rosenberg 894-4537 barb74@ptd.net 

Gift Shop Debbie Smith 610-751-7692 kyandpa@gmail.com 

Programming Barry Tremper 
Barbara Rosenberg 

588-6148 
894-4537 

suebah@ptd.net 
barb74@ptd.net 

Temple Publicity 
Hebrew School  Publicity 
 

Marci Rabinowitz 
Rebecca Bear 

 yidkydz@verizon.net 
becca92472@yahoo.com 

Rabbi Melman’s Office Hours: 
Tuesday/Thursday 10:30 — 12:00 

Wednesday 6:00—7:00 
By appointment ONLY 

Please provide Barbara with 
any information that is  
missing for you in the above 
grid.  Thank you. 

President Sandra Alfonsi 223-7062 Sanalfonsi@aol.com 

1st Vice President Bernie Driller 421-6103 HBDriller@aol.com 

2nd Vice President Lois LaBarca 421-6103 loislabarca@gmail.com 

Secretary Barbara Rosenberg 894-4537 barb74@ptd.net 

Treasurer Dave Rosenberg 894-4537 dave0156@ptd.net 

Asst. Treasurer Barry Tremper 588-6148 suebah@ptd.net 

Sitting Past President Suzanne Tremper 588-6148 grand6ma@ptd.net 



Page 3                                                      TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS                                         Edition 618 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT …… Dr. Sandra Alfonsi 

  

  

On March 24 at 6 PM we will come together at Temple Israel to celebrate Purim  
and the historical survival of our People. We will have the traditional reading of the 
Megillah and enjoy a costume contest, live entertainment and a light Purim repast 
complete with homemade hamantaschen. What I remember most about Purim when 
I was growing up was standing next to my mother learning how to make these tasty 
Purim pastries. Times change, people disappear from our lives and life goes on. I  
believe, however, that it is the celebration of our Judaism and our traditions that 
binds and bonds us together. Over the past few years the tradition of making  
hamantaschen has turned into a marvelous bond of friendship for me – one which I 
never expected to have up here. Barbara and Dave Rosenberg and I have become 
the Temple Israel “hamantaschen-makers” and one Sunday per year we spend the 
day in my kitchen making these Purim treats – baking and tasting, enjoying each  
other’s company and imagining the pleasure that our Temple Israel family will have 
on March 24.  
On April 3 there will be another opportunity for us to come together, this time at a 
marvelous program called Music as Spirituality. It will be held from 1-4 PM at the  
Cecilia Cohen Recital Hall at East Stroudsburg University.  The event is designed as 
a moment of peace between ethnicities, religions and races expressed through  
music and dance. I serve as Secretary of Opportunity Associates, the Interfaith  
organization sponsoring this event. Temple Israel joined with this organization last 
year to host the Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration. There is no charge for this  
wonderful upcoming event and I will be taking reservations so that I can hold seats 
for us. Watch for a Yahoo notice from me! I have been a part of the programming of 
this event from the outset because I accepted the responsibility of bringing the spirit 
and spirituality of Judaism and Israel to the entire community. For this reason it is my 
pleasure to tell you that I have invited Yoel Sharabi to participate and to present the 
beauty of our religion, our People and our beloved Israel. There will be presentations 
by Christian, Muslim, American Indian, African American and native African  
performers. It will be a moment of unforgettable unity. Please plan to join me at this 
event to take our place and be represented within this extended community. 

Sandra   
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JUDAISM’S NEED TO STUDY by Norman Gelber 
In our life as Jews, we sometimes encounter a philosophic experience in which we question our  
dedication to Judaism. For reference points, we may start with the division of Judaism into study,  
worship, and righteous behavior. 
 
Each of us may stress any combination or all of these divisions of Judaism–and sometimes none of  
them.   The point is that it is difficult to rate their individual importance and more useful to focus on  
each one at a time.  
 
To begin with the importance of study, it is self-evident that a Jew who is ignorant of the Torah, 
chapters of the Talmud, Ecclesiastes, the Book of Job, and the Prophets, will lack the ethical guide-
lines and both the philosophical and spiritual support that Judaism provides. Just as every profession requires a background of 
knowledge, supplemented with practice, so does religion. That’s why doctors, dentists, lawyers, and counselors proudly display 
their academic credentials on the wall of their office. 
 
Encouragement of study was and remains the cornerstone of Jewish education. From the elementary "heder" to advanced 
courses at a "yeshiva ," Jewish males learned the fundamentals of Judaism as well as the range of Holy Script. With this exten-
sive religious education, they were able to serve as rabbinical teachers of the less- educated laity. Thus the Jewish people ac-
quired the reputation of being "The People of the Book." In fact, well into modern times, Jewish parents were especially proud 
to have a scholarly Jewish son-in-law. 
 
While study maintained its time-honored reputation, it also gave rise to a conflict with the religious movement of "Hasidism" 
that emerged in Eastern Europe in the eighteenth century. Founded by Israel Ba’al Shem Tov, "Hasidism" represented a liberal 
approach to Judaism. It stressed a personal relationship with God and with fellow Jews. The rivalry between the emergent Ha-
sidic movement and the conservative Mitnagdim, (the opponents) led by Elijah, the scholarly Gaon (genius) of Vilna, led to the 
danger of religious snobbery and sectarian rivalry.  
 
In his early life, Elijah revealed signs of his extraordinary scholarship. At age six, he studied the Torah and the Talmud by him-
self; at age seven, he presented a discourse at the main synagogue of Vilna; and he reportedly acquired the habit of studying 
eighteen hours a day. The extensive knowledge of Judaism enabled Elijah to become the spiritual leader of Lithuanian and 
Russian Jews. In his powerful position as an Orthodox and famous scholar, he spearheaded the opposition to Hasidism. Rather 
than working toward a religious conciliation. But the result of that conflict is another story. 
 

 
 

Continued from Page 1 
 
But wait! What kind of Jewish values could ever support the rejection of refugees?  
Wasn't the SS St. Louis sent back to Europe with its cargo of Jewish refugees? There is  
no analogy. No Jewish groups were plotting harm to America. No Jewish refugee could in any 
way be thought of as a terrorist. And besides, no mitzvah is warranted where there exists 
the possibility of harm. One should give Tzedakah. Charity is a great mitzvah. But one may 
not give too much so as to endanger one's own survival and that of his family. But what 
about when Israel absorbed nearly a million Jewish refugees from the Arab countries,  
effectively doubling its population at its own birth? The Jews from Arab countries are our 
brothers and sisters. They are not foreign substances. They follow the same Torah. They  
are family! 
 
On Purim we remember that all Jews are brothers. As the wicked Haman tried to annihilate 
us, we united and came together as one, thus bringing down Divine blessing. The Torah gives 
life. And its wisdom is true and eternal. Good Purim! 
 
© 2016 by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman 
 



Page 5                                                      TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS                                         Edition 618 

 

     
                         by Rabbi Baruch Melman, Principal 
              and Debbie Smith, Administra ve Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday  March 1 5:00 — 7:00  p.m. 

Tuesday March 8 5:00 — 7:00  p.m. 

Tuesday March 15 5:00 — 7:00  p.m. 

Sunday March 20 9:00 — 11:00 a.m. 

Tuesday March 29 5:00 — 7:00  p.m. 

PLEASE NOTE:   
The first Shabbat of each month is “Family Shabbat” 

The first Shabbat of each month is “Tot Shabbat” for the very young children. 
Parents MUST stay in the building. 

Hebrew School meets every Tuesday and one Sunday per month. 

Everyone is invited to explore our Hebrew School to build a foundation of a health and positive 
Jewish identity for every girl and boy.   

Please invite all the Jewish families you know who live in the area.  If you are too shy to speak 
to them, pleasea forward to us their names.  We will gladly speak to them. 

Everyone is invited to come on Purim to our Community Purim Celebration Thursday,  
March 24, 2016.  Megillah reading begins at 6:00 p.m.  

followed by Costume Contest and Purim Feast!  
See our ad in this month’s newsletter.   

Hamantashen! Live Music! Shaloch Manos! 
Purim Shpiel by You Know Who! 

What will you be wearing? 
 

FYI:  There will be no Tot Shabbat in March or April. 
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PURIM 
Come Celebrate 

at Temple Israel !! 
 

Thursday, March 24th 
 

6:00 p.m.: Megillah Reading 
6:45 p.m.: Costume Contest 
6:55 p.m.: Purim Feast/Live Music 
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Purim Word Search 

A R S O R E U S A H A A R C H 
M N A H S U H S T U M F E R E 
I J E W K L V I C T O R Y A N 

R A D H T I A F L V C M O D E 
U R A E S T H E R A I G L A M 

P E R S I A N S S S M I L G Y 
G T E U M F T S I H Y F O A R 

R H U M E I A N K T O T R L I 
O G Q N G M A Y A I R S C L A 
G U S A I H T S E M U T S O C 
G A A M L A V I N R A C A W E 

E L M A L O Z E R E S H G S D 
R S S H A L A C H M O N E S R 

S T O L F O T S A E F A L J O 
C E L E B R A T I O N Y S I M 

ADAR, AHASUEROS, ALHANISM, ARCHENEMY, CARNIVAL, CELEBRATION, 
COSTUMES, ESTHER, FAITH, FEAST OF LOTS, GALLOWS, GIFTS, 

GROGGERS, HAMAN, HAMANTASHEN, MASQUERADE, MASSACRE,  
MEGILLA, MORDECAI, PERSIANS, PURIM, SHALACHMONES, SCROLL, 

SHUSHAN, SLAUGHTER, VASHTI, VICTORY, ZERESH 
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Traditional  First  Seder 
Friday, April 22 

 
$35 adult members 

$45 adult non-members 
$10 children under 13 yrs. old 

Watch your mailbox for more information 
and a reservation form. 

 
 
 
 
 

Full payment must be made in advance. 
No invoicing. 
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Sunday, April 3   Music as Spirituality  
This event will be held from 1-4 PM at the Cecilia Cohen Recital Hall at East  

Stroudsburg University. The program is designed as a moment of peace between  
ethnicities, religions and races expressed through music and dance.  

The talented Yoel Sharabi will present the beauty of our religion,  
our People and our beloved Israel.  

There will be presentations by Christian, Muslim, American Indian, African American 
and native African performers. It will be a moment of unforgettable unity.  

There is no charge.   
Contact me for reservations so that we can sit together! 

 
 

Sunday, June 5 Israeli Cabaret Evening Celebrating Yom Yerushalaim 
The Golan Chapter of Hadassah will hold an authentic Israeli Cabaret Evening  

at Temple Israel of the Poconos 8:00-10:00 PM to celebrate the  
Reunification of Jerusalem – Yom Yerushalaim.  

Yoel Sharabi + two musicians will entertain.  
Israeli salads, pita, desserts, sodas, coffee, etc. will be served.  

Bring your own bottle of kosher wine.  
$15 per person to cover costs. This is not a fundraiser.  



Page 10                                                      TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS                                         Edition 618 

 

Dear Rabbi, 
 
Many Jews suffered terribly under socialism, especially in the last century, under Stalin.  
How could Jews ever support socialism? Some even say that it's based on Jewish values! 
 
Thank you, 
Jewish Capitalist 
 
******************************************************************** 
 
Dear JC, 
 
Stalin was indeed an enemy of the Jewish people. Rumor has it that he was planning the 
mass extermination of Soviet Jews, and was imminently about to initiate his plan, when he 
suddenly died of a stroke. On Purim Day! A miracle!  Prior to that, he had destroyed the  
Jewish socialist collectives of the Crimea, known as Red Zion, the Soviet alternative to the 
Zionist Kibbutz collectives. 
 
The prophets of ancient Israel were not necessarily socialists or communists. Rather, they 
spoke to the ethical imperatives of caring for the poor and the disenfranchised. They never 
specifically argued that the state must attend to the needs and protections for the poor; only 
that "society" must work together to safeguard liberty and economic justice for all. The  
individual, qua individual, was not exempt from his obligations. The prophets never said that 
the state should control the means of production; only that the needs of the poor and the 
stranger should not be ignored. All the sacrifices to G*d are displeasing to Him, they 
said, when the people ignore the needs of the weak and the vulnerable. 
 
So one can argue that socialism taps into the dynamic universalist, social justice  
oriented stream found within Judaism. I spent much time on many a kibbutz in my 
youth. Kibbutzim, the glory of Israel's pioneer Halutzim, actually embraced a pure com-
munism. In Hebrew they would say, "MIkawl lefi yecholato, LEkawl lefi tzarko," or "From 
each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs." Straight from Marx and  
Engels! 
 
But it is important to understand that the kibbutzim embraced a non-coercive form of  
communism. In a sense it is very liberating to be around people who are working for the 
common good, not obsessed with the rat race. Take the time and listen to the birds singing. 
Go to the beach after work.  It's all good. But if radical communitarianism was not your 
thing, no one forced you to stay. I loved my kibbutz experiences, but I was always free to 
leave and move on. 
 
Now great wealth per se is not seen as evil in Judaism. Wealth is seen as an opportunity to 
have a greater impact for doing good things in the world.  The more people who are wealthy, 
the more they should use their wealth to improve society and perform good works for the 
benefit of all.  Everyone is mandated to tithe, to give one tenth, whether rich of poor. The 
more wealth, the greater the tithe! Abraham, Isaac and Jacob all were blessed with  
abundant herds of sheep, goats and cattle. Wealth was seen as a blessing. And blessing and 
abundance were seen as having more opportunities to improve the world.  Farmers were 
blessed with abundant yields, and yet they were mandated to leave the corners of their 
fields, as well as any dropped gleanings, for the poor. 
 
 

                                                                                                                                         Continued on page 11 
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Continued from page 10 
 
Honestly, most states that have embraced socialism have or 
had failed economies. That is not to say that capitalism is a 
perfect system. Far from it!  After all, we cannot forget  
America's severe Depression, which lasted well over a decade, 
and which was a massive incubator for a generation of Jewish 
communist fellow travelers in this country (as well as gang-
sters).  But safeguards were implemented to prevent massive 
sell offs, and the creation of the FDIC insured many 
against financial ruin. 
 
Jews were among the earliest embracers of modern capitalism 
for several reasons.  They were spread out, dispersed near 
and far among all the major port cities, yet united by a  
common language and culture, which built inherent trust and 
enduring relationships. Forbidden to own land in most  
countries, they gravitated to mercantilism.  And yet, owing  
to the extreme disparities in wealth found in Czarist Russia, 
with most Russian Jews, as well as Russian peasants, living 
on the brink of poverty, many Jews were susceptible to the 
allures of a system which promised equality for all.  Anti-
Semites could not claim that all Jews were rich capitalists, 
and yet they did;  nor could they claim that all Jews were 
communists, and yet they did. In truth, the Jews were heavily 
represented in both economic systems, each seen as a better 
path for the human condition. 
 
Neither system is perfect, but capitalism on the whole seems 
to work better, even as it rewards the individual's desire to  
be rewarded for his risk and effort.  All being said, a system 
which rewards individual initiative creates more overall  
happiness, whether for the individual, or for the common 
good.  People compete to create better products and ideas, 
and society advances apace, rewarding effort with various  
degrees of abundance. 
 
That being said, with initiative and its attendant risks comes 
the potential for failure. Therefore we have wisely put various 
safety nets in place (some would call that socialism) to  
prevent one's utter and complete ruination.  All in all, Jews 
have tended to fare best under capitalism, where their talents 
and energies could find their just rewards. But ask the million 
Jewish refugees from the former Soviet Union. They could tell 
you best! 
 
© by Rabbi Baruch Binyamin Hakohen Melman 
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If you are  celebrating a milestone year, whether it 
be birthday or anniversary, please let me know so 
others may celebrate with you. 
 
Contact:  Suzanne Tremper 
588-6148 or grand6ma@ptd.net 

Birthdays 
March 01 Sandra Alfonsi 

March 02 Jesse Ruben 

March 13 Bailey Goldberg 

March 15 Lois LaBarca 

March 16 Lindsay Mann 

March 18 Hannah Shevrin 
Bruce Stein 
 

March 19 Jordan Blake 

March 21 Judith Pichler 

March 22 Shawn Smith 
Sam Newman 
 

March 23 Jose Rodriguez 

March 24 Aaron Herschlag 

March 28 Charles Herman 

Anniversaries 
March 01 Jeff and Vered Thacker  

Charles and Louise August  
Barry and Janet Cohen 
 

March 26 Bernie and Lois Driller 

March 27 Barry and Suzanne Tremper 

March 29 Herb and Sylvia Rosen 

March 31 Norman and Marcie Rabinowitz 
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 HESSED FUND  
Hessed is a Hebrew word meaning kindness and a reaching out to other people.  

 It is the way you can express sympathy, warm wishes or celebrate simchas for  any one within or outside the Jewish  
community.  If you would like something included here: 

Call Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148.    
Please leave all the information on the machine so Suzanne doesn’t need to call you back.  

OR 
Better than telephone, is contacting Suzanne by e-mail at grand6ma@ptd.net.   That's the best! 

 

If you would like us to send a card to a person who is not a Temple Israel person, you must include the recipient’s address when 
giving Suzanne the information.    Cards are usually sent within three days of the request. 

 

To Charlie Cahn 
Mazel tov on your new grandson 

from 
Howard and June Farber 

Esther Graves 
Chuck and Caron Manley 

Herb and Sylvia Rosen 

 

 

To Marjorie Laveton Eikor 
in loving memory of your son Lee Joshua 

from 
Chuck and Caron Manley 
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March 1 Adar 21 Louis Beckenstein 
Mordecai Levy 

March 2 Adar 22 Alexandra Starr 

March 3 Adar 23 Max Effross 
Sidney Wolfe 
Louis Nadelman 
Jeffrey Greenfield 
Isidore Diamond 
 

March 5 Adar 25 Gavriel Sandler 
Myriam Monsonego 
Jonathan Sandler 
Aryeh Sandler 
 

March 6 Adar 26 Nettie Oloff 

March 7 Adar 27 Isidore Kaufman 
Ceila Soloman 

March 9 Adar 29 Charles Schuchman 
Erna Eisemann 

March 14 Adar II 04 Theodore Cahn 

March 15 Adar II 05 Anne Tremper 
Ida Jolley 

March 18 Adar II 08 Richard Moskovitz 

March 20 Adar II 10 Ruth Rosenthal 
Pearl Yark 
Hannah Miller 
 

March 23 Adar II 13 Dora Chamrock 

March  Yahrzeit List 
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April  Yahrzeit List 

April 1 Adar II 22 Elsie Greenberg 
Jill Schulman 
 

April 2 Adar II 23 Charles Steinberg 
 

April 6 Adar II 27 Solomon Silverman 
 

April 9 Nisan 01 Joseph Cedar 
 

April 12 Nisan 04 Benjamin Silverman 

April 13 Nisan 05 Edna Koshar 
Theodore Getz 
Marvin Steinberg 
 

April 14 Nisan 06 Rachel Waterman 
Thelma Konowitz 
Samuel Feuerman 
 

April 15 Nisan 07 Stella Kaufman 
 

April 16 Nisan 08 William Silverman 
 

April 17 Nisan 09 Rachel Zdoresky 
Mitchel Postol 
Mollie Silverman 
 

April 20 Nisan 12 Daniel Pehr 
Jean Schwartz 
 

April 22 Nisan 14 Samuel Balick 
Florence Parnes 
Alexander August 
Theodore Steinberg 
Hilda Shulman 
 

April 24 Nisan 16 Louis M. Block 
 

April 25 Nisan 17 Rachel Bair 
 

April 26 Nisan 18 Lillian Dorfman 
Sam Ehrlichman 
 

April 27 Nisan 19 Leila May Parkhurst 

April 28 Nisan 20 Samuel Lax 
Marion Feinsilber 
 

April 29 Nisan 21 Nathan Rosen 
Blanche Bernstein 
 

April 30 Nisan 22 Dr. Kurt Philippsberg 

Yahrzeit candles are lit on the evening prior to the date listed. 

If the Yahrzeit falls on Shabbat be sure to light the candle before lighting 
the Shabbat candles. 
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NOW IT’S EASIER THAN EVER BEFORE TO SPONSOR AN  
ONEG OR A KIDDUSH LUNCHEON 

 

YOU CAN CELEBRATE A BIRTHDAY, ANNIVERSARY, LIFE  
CYCLE EVENT OR JUST BECAUSE..... 

 TEMPLE ISRAEL OF THE POCONOS  
KOSHER KITCHEN ANNOUNCES 

SHABBAT ONEG AND KIDDUSH LUNCHEONS 
    

Friday Night Oneg: $75 
Package includes cakes, cookies, fresh fruit in season, hot  
coffee, milk, sweeteners, seltzer and cold beverages. 
  
Shabbat Kiddush-Luncheon: $125 
Package includes 4 different salads, veggie platter, fresh fruits 
of the season, assorted cakes and/or cookies, hot coffee, milk, 
sweeteners, seltzer/cold beverages. 
 

Each package is priced for 25 people.    
  

 Other special request items (including lox) are available upon 
request and for an additional fee; please contact me to design 
your own special event. For scheduling, availability and more 

information contact:  Lois LaBarca at 421-6103   
 

Sponsored Kiddush Luncheons must be arranged at least 2 weeks before the requested date.  
Dates must be given to Lois by phone or email and NOT during or following Shabbat Services. 
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WE  ALL HAVE SIMCHAS AND NACHES IN OUR LIFE 
CELEBRATE AND COMMEMORATE WITH ANY OF THE FOLLOWING... 

 

SEND WARM THOUGHTS 
Give Suzanne Tremper a call at 588-6148 or e-mail her at grand6ma@ptd.net and let 

someone know you’re thinking of them. For a small contribution to the Hessed Fund, 
Suzanne will send a card wishing a Happy Birthday, Congratulations, Mazel Tov, Get Well or 

Condolences.   A notice will appear in this bulletin, as well.  When you call, please leave all the 
information needed. 

 

TREE OF LIFE AND MEMORIALS 
Add a leaf to the Tree of Life to celebrate births, birthdays, marriages, bar and bat mitzvahs, or 

any other special event for a minimum contribution of $150. Remember loved ones with a 
Memorial Plaque at a minimum contribution of $600 for members, $850 for non-members. 

Contact Suzanne Tremper at 588-6148. 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
It’s always a great time to make a contribution. Make your check out to “Temple Israel.” 

Another thought to consider, remember Temple Israel in your will.  
Call the Temple office at 570-421-8781 or tipoc@ptd.net 

Honor or Remember Someone Special 
with a Bookplate 

 

 A bookplate can be placed in a Siddur, the 
weekly prayer book we use every Friday evening 
and Shabbat morning, or in a machzor, the prayer 
book which is used on the High Holidays.  
Remember a special occasion such as a birthday, 
anniversary, bnei mitzvah or any other occasion you 
want to note for a relative or friend.  You can also 
place a dedication in someone’s memory.  A 
nameplate with the donor, recipient, and occasion 
will be inserted.  The minimum donation is $50.   

                         Contact Herb Rosen, 424-1161, or at herbr12@ptd.net. 

Do you need a  Mi Sheberach Recited? 
 

 When you can’t make services, but would like a prayer said on behalf of someone 
important to you, please don’t hesitate to call the synagogue and leave a message  

on the Temple answering machine for Rabbi Melman so that your prayers  
will be included in our services. 
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FROM YOUR MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE…..  

we offer you a challenge! 
 

We need everyone to help with this.  Surely you know individuals and  
families who have no affiliation with a Synagogue.   

Encourage them to become members of our Temple Israel Family!    
 

 
If every family brings in one individual or family,  

think of the possibilities! 
 
 

At Temple events, be they regular Shabbat Services or a social occasion,  
introduce yourself to anyone you don’t recognize.  You’ll make new friends 

and assist us in enlarging our family. 
 

YOU CAN BE PART OF OUR SUCCESS!! 
 

 For information please contact: 
 

Dr. Sandra Alfonsi 
223-7062 

sanalfonsi@aol.com 
 
 

or Temple Israel 421-8781  

Please leave a phone number so that we may return your call. 
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Please tell our advertisers you saw their ad here. 

NEW NUMBER: 570-977-0134 

 



All submissions are subject to review by the editorial committee.   

Please submit all articles for consideration to: 

Barbara Rosenberg 

570-894-4537 or barb74@ptd.net 

PLEASE NOTE THE DEADLINE FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE OF  YOUR NEWSLETTER: 

APRIL NEWSLETTER:  MARCH 15 

Temple Israel of the Poconos is located at 711 Wallace Street 
in Stroudsburg. Friday evening services begin at 8:00 p.m. and  

Saturday Shabbat Services begin at 9:30 a.m. 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Temple Israel Newsletter, Edition 618 March 2016 published  
monthly at Temple Israel of the Poconos, 711 Wallace Street,  
Stroudsburg, PA  18360.  (570) 421-8781/tipoc@ptd.net.   
 
For information concerning this publication contact Barbara Rosenberg, 
Editor, (570) 894-4537/barb74@ptd.net. 
 
Now on the web at:  www.templeisraelofthepoconos.org 


